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'he Honorable Gaylord Nelson -2- 

Finally, let me point out that a much safer pill could probably 
be developed if a eomewhat higher risk of failure (accidental 
pregnancy) could be accepted. If the Federal Government would pass 
a law banning anti-abortion statutes and instituting a program of 
subsidized abortion I am confident such a pill would be very accept- 
able. Rmen would know that they had a "back-up" In case the pill 
failed. 

In conclueion 1 think it would be tragic if the governmnt 
banned the pill,. In particular this would lead other countries, 
where the benefits would generally be higher, to follow suit. It is 
important that all physicians and all American women in their reproduc- 
tive years be as fully informed as possible 80 that they nay make the. 
appropriate risk-benefit calculations in each case -- and the govern- 
ment should continue its research programs in this area. 
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Best rt!?g8rdS, 

Paul R. Ehrlich, 
Professor of Biology 
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cc: Rep. P.11, McClosky 

bee: Albert Rowers, 67 Selby Lane, Athorton, Calif. 94025 
Dr. Carl Djerassl, Dept. of Chemistry, Stanford University. 


